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Resound online 


is arich, multifaceted 
publishing hub for the wide 
variety of stories coming \ 
out of Redeemer year round.'4 
Subscribe to our monthl 
email newsletter to have 
stories sent straight to your 
inbox, and experience our 
beautiful readerview at 
redeemer.ca/resound. 


And come back often! 
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Snapshots 


“THEY’RE INCREDIBLE PEOPLE, aren't they?” 


Dr. Phil Teeuwsen, Redeemer’s director of teacher education, 
was standing in the doorway of my office. I’d just finished 
interviewing three teacher education alumni, reflecting on this 
issue’s Education theme as I wrote the feature, “Worldview in the 
Classroom”. All are gifted teachers, equipped academically but 
also spiritually for the challenges of teaching. 


“They really are,” I replied. 


Each snapshot into the lives and callings of these three teachers 
showed me how faithful character shapes classrooms and 
learning communities. Rooted firmly in their faith, Adrian, 
Erica and Victoria are compassionate, creative and dedicated 
teachers. The ripple effects of God's kingdom can be seen in each 
of their classrooms, whether running a restorative justice circle 
for broken friendships, making a habit of finding opportunities 
to encourage a challenging student or teaching math froma 
broader perspective to help students find in their curriculum an 
opportunity to worship our Creator. 


When I asked for names of alumni, the Education department 
was quick to respond. Stories abound here. Sometimes it’s a chat 
in the hallway, a new email on my phone, a newspaper clipping 
left in my employee mailbox or a tweet tagging @RedeemerUC. 


“Can we feature them in Resound?” 


I love this question. It’s an opportunity to get out my steno book 
and start a new Google doc, but it’s also a reminder of how much 
this community is a network of people committed to building 
one another up, whether in the pages of this magazine, in the 
lecture hall or in a one-on-one conversation. And there are 
many stories to tell. God is at work in our students, in our faculty 
and in our alumni, and their impact resounds in classrooms, 
communities, churches and in our culture. 


I hope you will join us as we celebrate, through the pages of 
this magazine and through the year at redeemer.ca/resound, 
the work God is doing through Redeemer, its graduates and 
its students. 


- Act— q We 


BETH VAN LINGEN 


Communications manager and Resound managing editor 
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A Bedrock of Faith 


Redeemer continues to be a place where the next 
generation of leaders is made ready for service in 
God's kingdom. 


Leaders Worth Following 


Education strengthens the minds but also reaches the hearts 
of students. Redeemer fosters teacher candidates’ competency 
— and their character. 


The Art of Listening 


Miranda Van Rooyen ’17 draws inspiration for her senior art 
exhibit from her internship at art outreach centre RE-create. 


Connecting Callings with Careers 


With the launch of the Centre for Experiential Learning and 
Careers, Redeemer is investing in experiential learning for 
every program. 


Not Your Typical 
Family Business 


Jonathan, Isaac, Julia and 
Jeanette Van Huizen share the 
recipe for their success: family, 
faith and interdisciplinary 
education. 


Advancing Justice 


Heidi de Vries 05 works asa 
lawyer for the City of Brantford, 
fulfilling a lifelong dream. 


Beyond Worldview 


Redeemer’s Beyond Worldview 
lecture series asked us to consider 
what we love and what faith has 
to say about video games and 
zombie apocalypses. 


Why Christian 
Research Matters 


Redeemer is on the frontlines 
of an international movement 
to produce research froma 
Christian perspective. 


RESOUND 
Vol. 1.2 


On our print and digital channels, Redeemer University 
College's overarching story — our mission — resounds. 
The influence of Redeemer’s graduates echoes out into their 
communities, their churches and our culture. The ripple 


effects of God's kingdom are in the lines of each story we 
tell, from the profiles of faculty printed on the pages of this 


magazine to the student achievements we celebrate in web 
stories and email newsletters. 


We invite you to join us as we celebrate the amazing work 
God is doing through Redeemer and its graduates. Connect 
with us not only through the magazine but through the year 
at redeemer.ca/resound. 


redeemer.ca/resound 


CONTACT 
Submit a question, suggest a story or change your address: 
communications@redeemer.ca 


PRODUCTION 

The print edition of Resound is published twice per year. 
Digitally, Resound stories are published year round at 
redeemer.ca/resound. Stories are produced, edited and 
curated by the communications department of Redeemer 
University College. 


EDITORIAL AND CREATIVE TEAM 
David Zietsma, editor-in-chief 

Beth Van Lingen, managing editor 
Josh Sieders, marketing director 
Juliane Van Huizen ‘08, art director 
Dan Galenkamp ‘14, writer 

Emily Saarloos ‘14, writer 

Marie Versteeg ‘03, writer, copy editor 


ABOUT REDEEMER 

Redeemer University College is a Christian liberal arts and 
sciences university, located in Hamilton, Ont., that offers 
programs leading to bachelor’s degrees in arts, sciences and 
education. 


POSTMASTER 
Publications Mail Agreement #40040898 


Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 
Redeemer University College 

777 Garner Road East 

Ancaster, ON LSK 1J4 


DISCLAIMER 
Ideas and opinions expressed in Resound may not 


necessarily reflect those of the editors or of Redeemer 
University College. 
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A Bedrock of Faith 


- 


A message from Redeemerse. 
interim president. 


\\ 


THIS MAY AS each one before it, degrees will be 
signed, row by row, ready for the year’s convocation ceremony. 
A Class of 2017 composite will be framed and hung on the wall 
in the library, taking its place beside each class since 1986. 


Redeemer has prepared graduating classes — the next 
generation of Christian leaders — for 35 years. The 
university’s graduates bear witness to the fact that faith lived 
in the church pew spills out into all of life. 


Why? Because Redeemer students are shaped by the 
Reformed Christian commitment to see faith woven through 
all aspects of learning and life. In their university experience, 
they want to honour God in the classroom, in every discipline 
and program, on the field or court, in their dorms, in their off- 
campus learning and service opportunities. \_ 
And we remain committed to that overarching mission during M _~ 
this time of leadership transition. I am grateful to report Fe i 
that our Board is actively moving forward with the process 
of finding Redeemer’s next president, with the hope of an 
announcement later this year. 


As the Board seeks our next president, the Redeemer 2020 
strategic plan will continue to build on the vision of our 
founders. The 2020 plan’s program renewal, institutional 
profile raising and resource stewardship efforts will not 
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stall. We also acknowledge 
that financial challenges 
require hard decisions that 
negatively impact valuable 
colleagues, their families and 
our Redeemer community. 
We regret that pain is caused 
even as we remain committed 
to honour and steward 
student tuition dollars and 
the generous gifts of our 
supporters. 


In our efforts to provide a firm 
foundation for the future, we 
are also pursuing strategic 
opportunities. And so in the 
coming year, we look forward to 
the launches and celebrations of 
key initiatives. 


In all these things, as you will 
see throughout this issue of 
Resound, Redeemer is moving 
forward and continues to bea 
place where the next generation 
of leaders, whose foundation 
is a bedrock of faith in Jesus 
Christ, are prepared to foster 
God's kingdom in families, 
communities and public and 
private institutions. 


FRED VERWOERD is Redeemer’s interim 
president. Read more about Verwoerd’s 


appointment on p. 49. 


IMPACT 


A C ampaign Through Redeemer’s Centre for Christian 


Scholarship, we are increasing the impact of 
research from a Christian perspective. This past 
for 2? O 2? O fall, the Beyond Worldview lecture series took a 
closer look at the most prevalent force for shaping 
our culture today: the media. From first-person 
| shooter video games to zombie apocalypse films, 
we challenged each other and the audience to 
reconsider the ways we can live out our calling 


While re maining roote d oo in the digital age. (Read more 
IT) the Re fo rine d Chri stlan This past September, Redeemer welcomed 206 
traditio n th rough a C hri S t- incoming students, a 2.5 per cent increase in 


incoming students and the first year-over-year 


ce ntre d lib e ral ATTS and increase in four years. With the launch of anew 


website and a robust content marketing strategy, 


S cie ncese duc atio n highlighted by the recent launch of Resound, more 


young Christians are hearing about Redeemer as an 


Re de emer 1S exe cuting a exciting, viable choice for their higher education. 


z Our goal is to double Redeemer’s market brand 
Vital plan of renewal. awareness by 2020. 


We are working hard to keep tuition affordable 
by maintaining balanced budgets and reducing 
Redeemer’s long-term debt. Our goal by 2020 


THIS SPRING, weare excited to announce the Re is to reduce our debt to $15 million down from 

campaign in support of the Redeemer 2020 strategic plan. $33 million in 2009, and, by doing so, secure 

While remaining rooted in the Reformed Christian tradition Redeemer’s financial position for the next 

through Christ-centred liberal arts and sciences education, we generation. And we are getting close. By the 

are executing a vital plan of renewal on three fronts: academic end of this fiscal year, our debt will be down to 

programs, institutional profile and resource management. approximately $20 million. 

The 2020 plan is focused on ensuring that Redeemer’s mission 

is relevant and impactful. The Re campaign will provide the funding to 
launch strategic initiatives with momentum and 

What will the campaign support? Here’s a reminder of some of ensure they are sustainable over the long term. We 

our key initiatives: hope this campaign ignites the passion and support 
that will enable Redeemer to continue preparing 

Launched on March 2, the Redeemer Centre for Experiential tomorrow’s Christian leaders. /R 


Learning and Careers (CELC) helps students connect their 
sense of calling with a career through co-ops, internships, 
workshops and individualized career guidance. Our goal is to | DR. DAVID ZIETSMA is vice president for external 
triple the number of programs with co-op opportunities and 

ensure experiential learning options in every program. 


relations and enrolment. 


The Media and Communication Studies program is well into § at 
its second year, and this past September we launched a new 

Core curriculum with courses emphasizing interdisciplinarity 
and digital awareness. Next year, we plan to launcha 
revamped Ministry program. A new Urban and Intercultural 
Ministry major will prepare the next generation of urban 

and overseas ministry leaders for our communities, ministry 
organizations and churches. 
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THE PREFIX RE- 
MEANS ONCE MORE. 


It captures what is happening at Redeemer in so 
many ways. As we renew a still vital mission with a 
view to the future, we also look back to Redeemer 
roots in the Reformed tradition, which holds semp : 
reformanda (always reforming) as its maxim. Our 
university is founded on the belief that Christ came 


to redeem the world, and he has promised to restore 
it. Every square inch of God's creation cries out to 

be made whole once more. We are deeply invested 
in the work of reforming — restoring — our world in 
Christ, and our partners in this campaign are already 
investing in God's kingdom by renewing the ways we 
work out that mission. 


= a ™ 
e A i 


IN CANADA 150 


CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 
FOR THE 
COMMON GOOD 


Education prepares the leaders of tomorrow — 
but are Canadians forgetting the positive impact 
that Christian education institutions have had on 
our public life? 


Dr. Andrew Bennett, Canada’s first and only 
Ambassador for Religious Freedom, will share his 
thoughts and engage with a Christian education 
alumni panel on the need for faith-based 
education institutions to shape Christian voices 
for the common good. 


OTTAWA, ONTARIO 
O06 The Met 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 


MAY 


HAMILTON, ONTARIO 


Oo2 RBG Rock Garden 


PARTNER WITH ata 
US IN THE RENEWAL  inivinsiy cone 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 


in partnership with 
al. CHRISTIAN Hamilton District 
BD) scticot Founparion a. Christian High 


W 
KINGS += Redeemer 
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Yr ~ I AM AMAZEDathow fast 
x children can imitate their teachers. 


I have heard students talking about 
interactions they had with certain 
teachers and in their narratives, they 
used phrases and spoke in tones that 
near perfectly mirrored the teacher's 
way of speaking. Students can imitate 
\ their teachers in these deliberate, 
~ humorous ways. They can also imitate 
their teachers in less deliberate ways. I 
remember “inheriting” students from 


Education strengthens the other classes, after one year or even one 


period, and witnessing just how deeply 


minds but als ore ache S the students had internalized the 


habits and routines set by the previous 


the hearts et students. teacher. It gave me reason to pause 


and consider what teachers saw in the 


Redeemer fosters teacher students they inherited from me. 
candidates’ competency When I teach, I teach “myself” to 


my students. That is a humbling, 
a ] perhaps even frightening, realization. 
atl d the Inc ha racter. Teaching is always a challenging 
enterprise. Academically, we strive to 
teach individuals in ways that meet 
their personal needs even as they 


10 Resound / / / SPRING 2017 


learn communally in schools. 
Spiritually, teachers give of 
themselves and so must come 

to terms with who they really 
are in deep ways. This is true 

for teaching everywhere in 

any school. Education gets 

at the heart of students and 
teachers, so teacher education at 
Redeemer builds character while 
it also focuses on competency. 


Within the broader mission 

and vision of Redeemer, the 
Department of Education seeks 
to provide teacher education 

for faithful, effective, reflective 
professional practice. We teach 
from the perspective and faith 
that there is nothing that can be 
learned that is not God-breathed. 
We teach from a perspective 
that situates us in the biblical 
story. From this perspective, we 
focus on what it means to teach, 
what it means to learn and how 
to understand and improve our 
impact on student learning. We 
teach our candidates to consider 
how they might align their 
beliefs with the professional 
and ethical standards of the 
teaching profession in Ontario. 
We do all of this so that our 
teacher candidates can begin 
their lives of service in teaching 
with personal, spiritual and 
professional integrity. 


PERSPECTIVES 


Our goal is to educate 
teachers who are worth 
following, worth learning 
with. The Department of 
Education at Redeemer 
seeks to do this by 
following Christ 

the Redeemer.” 


This morning, there are B.Ed. alumni welcoming 
their students in public and Catholic schools 
around the province, in First Nations schools in 
Pikangikum and Deer Lake, and in classrooms 

in England, China, Honduras and numerous 
countries around the world. These teachers came 
to Redeemer with an awareness of the importance 
of the integrity of their beliefs and their teaching. 
They participated in a teacher education program 
that encouraged this integrity and pushed them to 
define and refine their skills. Now they teach. Some 
even teach my own children. 


“A leader must be a true follower — in leading, he 
must follow,” writes Ted Aoki, one of my favourite 
authors. “But follow what? If he is a leader, he must 
lead by following that which is true to that which 

is good in the situation in which he dwells.” Our 
goal is to educate teachers who are worth following, 
worth learning with. The Department of Education 
at Redeemer seeks to do this by following Christ the 
Redeemer. This is what makes teacher education 

at Redeemer such a worthwhile and important 
undertaking and such a genuine blessing to be 
apart of. /R 


| DR. PHIL TEEUWSEN is Redeemer’s director of teacher education. 
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ERICA MOUTON '16,asupply teacher in 
the Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board, 
walks into the classroom she has been assigned 
to cover with, most days, no idea what to expect. 
“I pray on my way to work every morning. I 

pray for wisdom; I pray for the children in my 
classrooms; I pray for patience. Sometimes, I just 
say, ‘Please, Lord.’” 


Storybook tucked under her arm — no matter 
what, she’s learned, students will settle down and 
listen to stories — she searches the day’s classroom 
for lesson plans and supplies. “Some classrooms 
are so lovely: super organized, clearly marked, a 
pure joy. Others are chaotic and dirty with hardly 
any resources at hand. Supply teaching,” she quips, 
“equals adaptability.” 


Students with behavioural issues are the most 
challenging for a supply teacher, who walks into 
each student's life with no rapport, no insight 
into this student’s history and behaviour and 

no knowledge of best approaches to work with. 
At the start of the day, Mouton reads through 

a letter from the teacher about the students 
who are very challenging. Some of the teacher’s 
strategies will work; others won't. “The odd time, 
I have concluded that the message to the supply 
teacher should have said ‘RUN!!’ However, for a 
teacher, that is never an option. This is what we 
sign up for when we choose our vocation with 
passion in our hearts.” 


The day's work will be both maintaining 
control of the classroom and giving words of 
encouragement and praise whenever she can. “So 


many students come to school with baggage we 
have no knowledge of,” she says. “They bring their 
troubled hearts with them to school, and I cannot 
make a difference in that mess of emotions in 

just one day.” But, even on difficult days, Mouton 
finds hope. “I’m always amazed that even those 
difficult students, many times, will hug me and say 
‘Goodbye, Mrs. M!’”” 


Even in just a day, Mouton makes an impression 

on her students. “I feel humbled when a student 
repeats something that I shared with them — my 
personal approach to homework, for example. This 
amplifies the fact that students listen to what we 
say, that we do make a difference, that they watch 
us closely.” 


Asa Christ follower in the public school system, 
Mouton considers the fruit of the Spirit her way to 
bring Christ into her classroom. “Love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control translate into every 
religion and worldview,” she explains. “My time at 
Redeemer has shown me the value of this. I have 
always felt at home and safe, loved in Christ by my 
peers and teachers. The kindness, joy, enthusiasm 
and goodness that my professors modelled to me 
is what my students need from me when I walk 
into my classroom. I must be faithful in my efforts: 
never give up on my students, pray through it all 
and trust God through each day. I must be gentle 
with my students because I do not know, from one 
day to another, how fragile their hearts and minds 
might be. Finally, self-control — many days I have 
to count to ten, to twenty and then try another way 
to get my students to focus on their work.” 


Supply teaching isn’t easy, and it won't be easy, 

either, once Mouton has a classroom of her own. 
But, Mouton asserts, “I have chosen my vocation 
knowing that I will be in it with God by my side. I 
believe that God will give me the tools I need and 


refine their skills.” Now, they teach all kinds of 
learners — from many cultures, with different 
abilities and a myriad of personalities. 


These teachers are shaped by nothing less than 

a radically biblical vision for education and for 
educators. “We teach from the perspective and 
faith that there is nothing that can be learned that 
is not God-breathed,” Teeuwsen continues. “We 
teach from a perspective that situates us in the 
biblical story.” 


Following this biblical vision, Redeemer’s 
Education program roots competency in the 
character refined by candidates’ values and 
beliefs. “Education gets at the heart of students 
and teachers,” Teeuwsen says, “and so teacher 
education at Redeemer builds character while 

it also focuses on competency.” Intellectually, 
teachers strive to meet the needs of each learner 
while creating learning communities from 
classrooms. “Spiritually,” Teeuwsen says, “teachers 
give of themselves and so must come to terms with 
who they really are in deep ways.” 


Take Victoria Mulock ‘16, a first and second grade 
teacher at Heritage Christian School in Lindsay, 
Ont. From gently placing an ice pack on a swollen 
knee to facilitating restorative justice circles 

for broken friendships, Mulock’s work in one of 
Canada’s caring professions is characterized by 
relationship. “Asa teacher, [knowIama role 
model that others emulate. That spotlight requires 
me to choose very carefully how I can live a life of 
integrity and godliness,” she says. “The Bible has a 
lot to say to those who are given positions of power 
or authority, and I think that teachers, who each 
have young people placed in their care, are doubly 
accountable for their practice. Jesus certainly had 
a lot to say to the scribes and Pharisees about their 
use of power and influence!” 


y | ° 
“ « Love, joy, peace, 
alumni welcome their students to classrooms & 7 & 
China and Honduras. “These teachers came to gentleness and self- 
e e 
education Dr. Phil Teeuwsen. “They participated every religion and 


put people in my life to help me be the best teacher 
» 45 forbearance, kindness, 

right next door in Hamilton, Ontario; across 

Redeemer with an awareness of the importance 

in a teacher education program that encouraged 


Ican be.” a 
Canada in provinces like British Columbia; and goodness, faithfulness, 
of the integrity of their beliefs and their control translate into 
this integrity and pushed them to define and worldview. Q 


4 
Each morning, Redeemer Bachelor of Education ante 
around the globe in countries like England, 
teaching,” reflects Redeemer’s director of teacher 
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Teachers are daily role models that students 
quickly learn to imitate — sometimes this is 
endearing, like picking up a favourite turn of 
phrase, or practical, like adopting a new approach 
to homework. But that mimicking also reflects 
the hearts and the character of students and 

their teachers. “When I teach, I teach ‘myself’ to 
students,” Teeuwsen says. “That is a humbling, 
perhaps even frightening, realization.” 


In Mulock’s classroom, faith shapes her identity 
and practice. “I see every child as the handiwork 
of God, created specially in his image. Students, 
by virtue of this imago dei, deserve a high-quality 
education infused with godly wisdom, biblical 
principles and dignifying discipleship. Teaching 
students how to think critically and be discerning 
as God's children in a broken world is paramount to 
me.” Of course, Mulock’s influence shows. “Here, I 
find many students asking difficult questions and 
thinking deeply about faith and how the stories of 
people from the past affect their lives today.” 


The learning community Mulock is fostering was 
first modelled to her at Redeemer, both in her 
undergraduate and Education degrees. “Redeemer 
served as my introduction to a Christian education 
setting, where I was immersed for the first time 

in an academy of teacher candidates and faculty 
who are united in their belief about the divine 
inspiration of Scripture and the lordship of Christ. 
Ihave certainly experienced the difference that has 
made for me and I in turn want to work to provide 
and promote this same life-changing educational 
experience to my students.” 


Teacher education faculty foster each student- 
teacher's sense of mission and calling, stewarding 
it with experience in four education settings: 
public, Catholic, independent Christian and 
international. Redeemer’s teacher education 
program requires 110 placement days; the Ontario 
College of Teachers mandates 80. The mandated 80 
days must be spent in schools that use the Ministry 
of Education curriculum, like an Ontario Catholic 
or public school. The extra 30 days Redeemer 
students spend allow them to gain experience in an 
independent Christian school; in an international 
context like Nicaragua or Honduras; or even in 
innovative settings, like a children’s hospital. 


Many feel called to teach in Aboriginal 
communities, with 19 per cent of Redeemer’s 2016 
Education graduates working in First Nations 
schools and 12 percent in international schools. 
Christina DeVries 11 has been teaching on the 
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Teacher education 
faculty foster each 
student-teacher’s sense 
of mission and calling.” 


Six Nations reserve in Oshweken, near Brantford, 
Ont., for six years. Starting with her first 
Education class, she was very intentional about 
wanting to teach in an Indigenous community. 
“One of my professors at the time, Dr. Mary 
Ashun, challenged us to consider what part of 
education touched our hearts,” she says. “I chose 
to learn more about Canada’s First Nations.” 
DeVries attended events on the Six Nations 
reserve and completed one of her practicums 
there. She further prepared for work on the 
reserve by completing an Additional Qualification 
course in Teaching First Nations, Métis and Inuit 
Children. Shortly after graduating, she accepted 

a post at one of the five schools in Oshweken. 
“Redeemer’s liberal arts education,” she reflects, 


“allows prospective teachers to broaden their 
horizons and gets them thinking in different 
ways. In this way, graduates are able to be better 
teachers when they take time to extend their 
thinking to understand Indigenous culture, 
traditions and beliefs.” 


Diving into worldview also provides elementary 
and high school students with a deeper 
understanding of their curriculum and the 
related disciplines. Adrian Vander Vaart ‘12, 

a math teacher at Woodland Christian High 
School, takes on his subject’s reputation as dry 
and tedious by hosting “philosophy Wednesday” 
sessions with his students. “I see math as a living 
thing, with history and drama,” Vander Vaart 
explains. “To get at this, I teach the history of 
mathematics and I teach what math itself is.” One 
such way of understanding math is to see it as 
another Platonic form. “I had a student who was 
struggling to understand that idea throughout the 
class,” Vander Vaart recounts, “then it clicked for 
her and she quipped, ‘Math is just another chair 
we can't see.” That is, math is a perfect ideal, a 
way to imagine what could be. 


“Truth has been articulated to us through 
Scripture,” Vander Vaart continues. “We can also 
uncover that truth through mathematics. It’s a 
discipline through which we can see the structure 
of God's creation and the order God has put in 
place. Math helps us to uncover and understand 
our world as God created it.” His passion for 

the subject, ability to articulate its connection 

to faith and care for meeting his students 

where they are have an impact in Woodland’s 
classrooms. One such example: “I had a student 
give mea Christmas card. There was a nice, 
generic greeting, and the student had written 
underneath, ‘P.S. I don’t hate math anymore.’ It’sa 
small victory,” Vander Vaart laughs, “but a victory 
all the same.” 


Our national conversations about education say 
little about the impact of faith and worldview on 
learning. “At Redeemer, students in the Education 
program, and indeed all students, should expect 
that their spiritual lives and their lives in general 
will be made deeper and richer by learning 
through the lens of a biblical worldview,” says 

Dr. David Zietsma, Redeemer's vice president for 
external relations and enrolment. “A worldview 

is always present when education occurs. There 

is not an absence of worldview ina secular 
post-secondary education institution. In the 
secular context there is an underlying faith ina 
mixture of scientism and relativism. It results in 
the foundational worldview that there is no god 
outside of ourselves, and therefore humanity 
exists for its own end, for its own self-fulfillment.” 


Christian educators are crucial for the cultural 
growth and reclamation required as we seek 
God's shalom. Redeemer fosters learning 

and scholarship at all levels — for example, 
monitoring pollution in Hamilton watersheds 
with high school students — directly related to 
issues that students and their communities face. 
Redeemer is part of today’s revitalized Christian 
movement to create culture, care for creation and 
seek the flourishing of our communities. Our 
teachers tackle the big ideas, and their students 
become the cultural, political and business 
leaders who use and build on those big ideas to 
renew and reclaim God's kingdom. /R 


BETH VAN LINGEN is communications manager at 


Redeemer University College. 
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Miranda Van Rooyen ‘17 
draws inspiration for her 
senior art exhibit from her 
internship at art outreach 
centre kE-create. 


IT ALL START E Dwith aconversation. While talking 
to a close friend over the summer, student Miranda Van 
Rooyen’s senior art exhibit project took off. “She told me how 
difficult it was for others to understand what she was going 
through because they were not able to fully comprehend 

her experience,” says Van Rooyen. “I asked her what image 
came to mind to describe what she was going through, and 
wondered if I could help by communicating her experience 
through art.” The conversation led her to create Unveiling the 
Psyche, a series of five paintings intended to help others better 
understand mental health issues. 


Each painting is a portrait of a different woman who was 
interviewed for the project. The portraits are intended as 
visual metaphors of each person's unique experience of 
mental health. 


Van Rooyen’s exhibit was propelled by an internship at 
RE-create, an open arts studio for street-involved youth in 
downtown Hamilton, Ont. An outreach centre and a program 
of Shalem Mental Health Network, RE-create is intended to be 
a place where youth between the ages of 16 and 25 can begin 
to reconnect with themselves, with others and with their 
community through the creative arts, all the while gaining 
valuable life and work skills. 


RE-create saw over 200 youth walk through its doors in 

2016, and that number will likely grow in 2017. The shared 
studio space is strategically located on James Street North, a 
famously artistic community in Hamilton. RE-create differs 
from other outreach centres in the downtown core. It isn'ta 
soup kitchen, a food bank or a shelter. Youth aren’t coming 
to get resources but rather to spend time creating together, 
which adds an element of dignity. “The unique aspects of our 
community of youth artists make it a space apart, a home of 
sorts,” says Meghan Schuurman, one of Miranda’s internship 
supervisors and studio coordinator for RE-create, “and lets us 
as staff and volunteers form relationships with youth where 
we are able to reinforce that their lives have worth and value, 


(4 


u¥ 


My internship 
helped me 
understand art and 
psychology ina 
way that I wouldn’t 
have been able to 
know by just being 
in a classroom.” 


and that they are amazing human 
beings. This is our way of showing 
them Christ’s love.” 


Van Rooyen cites Schuurman as a major 
inspiration for her exhibit. Van Rooyen 
helped set up the RE-create studio for 
drop-in times and connected with youth 
through making art. “My internship 
helped me understand the importance 
of art and psychology in a way that I 
wouldn't have been able to know by just 
being in a classroom,” she says. “Art can 
be used as part ofa self-healing process, 
whether a person considers themselves 
to be an artist or not.” /R 
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term she’s Spent in wU ganda. 


I LEARNED A great deal about cultural 
humility in Lugazi, Uganda, while taking part ina 
four-month off-campus studies program and an 
internship at the Child Survival Program. 


In one of the cases we worked with, a neglected 
baby became severely malnourished and was 
admitted to the main hospital in Uganda for care. 
After two months of hospitalization, the baby had 
made enough progress to be moved. 


My Ugandan supervisor decided to put him in 
“foster care.” In Uganda, that essentially means 
having another mother within our program 

take care of him for free until he is healthy and 
stable enough to move back to his family. In 
North America, some may have struggled with 
the breaches of confidentiality when sharing the 
child's condition with the other mothers in the 
program, some may be taken aback by the child's 
quick, easy placement into a new home. But in 
Uganda the community plays a role in the child's 
life just as much as the parents do. Ihad to takea 
step back and realize that what I thought would 
have been ethical based on my Western values 
would not align with Ugandan values. 
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“Our first 
task in 
approaching 
another 
people, 
another 
culture, 
another 
religion is to 
take off our 
shoes, for the 
place we are 
approaching 
is holy.” 


It is far too easy to expect that I would 
bring change and growth to the Child 
Survival Program because of my 
Canadian education and firm faith in 
the Lord. However, by doing so, I was 
dismissing the opportunity for Christ to 
show me the work He had been doing in 
Uganda. “Our first task in approaching 
another people, another culture, 
another religion,” John Taylor writes, “is 
to take off our shoes, for the place we are 
approaching is holy. Else, we may find 
ourselves treading on men’s dreams. 
More serious still, we may forget that 
God was here before our arrival.” 


Showcasing the 
Drama of Scripture 


wm, 


From hand-painted 


eggs to a digital comic 
[pyele) eusimulel=ienus soils 
creative responses to 
the biblical story in 
their first Core course 


IN THE FALL, weannounced the launch 
of our new Core curriculum: a set of 10 courses 
that build on and complement the content of 
each student's chosen discipline. One of the first 
encounters students have with the new Core is the 
course The Drama of Scripture, taught by Dr. Craig 
Bartholomew and Dr. David Beldman this fall. 


The course guides students through the creation- 
fall-redemption story of the Bible, providing 
insight on how the Bible yields a view of the 
world. At the end of the course, students are 
assigned a cumulative project that asks them to 
tell the biblical story in a new or refreshing way. 
Students had an opportunity to share their work at 
a showcase at the end of the semester. “As a Core 
course, we want to find ways to have assignments 
that take the students’ gifts to bear in the course,” 
says Beldman. Students creatively represented 
the grand story of the Bible through hand-painted 
eggs, stained glass panels, paintings, a computer 
program, a digital comic book and even an 
11-minute musical! 


“We've really tried to develop the course in a way 
that allows the students to use their individual gifts 


“We want to accommodate 
every kind of student — 
the ones that are very 
familiar with the story and 
those who are just being 
introduced to this content 
for the first time.” 


and abilities to capture the biblical story,” continues Beldman. 
“We want to accommodate every kind of student — the ones 
that are very familiar with the story and those who are just 
being introduced to this content for the first time.” 


In the last few weeks of the course, the focus shifts from the 
arc of the biblical story to worldview. What is worldview, the 
material asks, and what kind of worldview does the Bible 
give us? “We take what the students have learned about the 
biblical story and ask them how the Bible’s worldview shapes 
academic disciplines and life in general,” says Beldman. 
“Students are discovering a Christian approach to their 
chosen disciplines and future vocations. It’s exciting to see 
them grasp the big picture.” 
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Careers 


With the launch of the Centre for 
Experiential Learning and Careers, 
Redeemer is investing in experiential 
learning for every program. 


WITH REDEEMER’S NEWCore 
curriculum providing the foundation to help 
students be difference-makers in an ever- 
changing world, the Centre for Experiential 
Learning and Careers (CELC), launched on 
March 2, puts learning into action. 


Redeemer now has one place for students 
to go with questions about anything 
from interview preparation to internship 
coordination so that they are job ready by 
the time they walk across the stage. 


The CELC provides the physical presence on 
Redeemer’s campus that indicates we want 
our students to find their calling and figure 
out their service to God in our culture. But 
the CELC is more than just a physical space. 
At the core of the centre are people. The 
centre is run by a dedicated team who make 
it their passion and purpose to help students 
become the best version of themselves. 
Faculty members, too, have worked tirelessly 
to develop relationships with employer 
partners and to incorporate placements into 
the student learning experience. 


These efforts, past and present, are pivotal for 
Redeemer students. Take Katie, for example. She 
completed her Kinesiology internship requirement 
at McMaster Health Sciences’ diabetes clinic. 
“University education, especially at Redeemer, 
offers a depth of learning that is so important, and 
by getting out there I fell in love with working with 
people who struggle with chronic illness,” she says. 
“The professionalism, making connections with 
people in the field, the knowledge from that real 
world experience and being pushed to use your 
education, it all connects classroom application to 
real life. I feel ready to graduate.” 


Imagine an approach to education that combines 
the best of the liberal arts and sciences with 
experiential learning, where students put their 
interdisciplinary knowledge into practice in a 
work environment. 


The CELC has been designed to help students 
connect their sense of calling with a career through 
co-ops, internships, workshops and individualized 
career guidance. The centre partners faculty 

with employers to design experiences that put 

the classroom in the workplace, and bring the 
workplace back to the classroom. 


In the CELC, we have the satisfaction of igniting 
curiosity and joy when our students master new 
professional skills. The transformations are 
exciting and rewarding to watch. Students come 
through our doors to discover their calling and, 
with a little guidance, find a place to test and 
prove their dreams. Learning by doing isn’t a 
new idea, and while the CELC is the focal point 
for experiential learning on campus, we have 
positioned ourselves as more of a threshold: 
opening doors so that together Redeemer students, 
faculty and alumni can transform culture to the 
glory of God. /R 


MARY ANN BENJAMINS is administrative assistant for the Centre for 
Experiential Learning and Careers. 
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seeking 
Shalom 


Resound 


SPRING 2017 


Redeemer students raise 
awareness on campus 
about mental health and 
about sexual violence. 


CAMPUS CULTURE, starting with the mud pit 

at orientation and continuing past graduation, isn’t just 
something that Redeemer students receive. It’s what our 
students build while they are here. Selena Wikkerink '17 

and Vanessa Eisses '18 are two students doing their utmost 
to shape campus culture for the better and to help steer 

us toward shalom. Each have felt compelled to respond 

to difficult issues facing Canadian university campuses: 
mental health and sexual violence. They’ve sought both to 
understand these concerns betterand to act, encouraging the 
Redeemer campus to do the vith two awareness weeks. 


Laughter, yoga and puppies 


THE GOAL: to eliminate the stigma that 
surrounds mental illness. Redeemer student Selena 
Wikkerink is putting this into practice on her own 
campus. 


Studies show that people are hit with mental 
health problems and illnesses fairly early in their 
lives, with more than 28 per cent of people in their 
twenties experiencing a mental illness ina given 
year. Faculty, staff and students in the Redeemer 
community need to be able to respond. 


AVVilsd.<<Satel acolo) qoyaual- pao) (-ojmen(-yerr-lmaX-liuel 
program coordinator in the summer of 2016, with 
the intent of learning more about mental health, its 
effects on Redeemer’s campus and how she could 
contribute to positively shaping campus culture. 
“To me, mental health issues are what I've always 
been passionate about and wanted to know more 
about,” says Wikkerink, a fourth-year psychology 
EvakeM cyatcducyomook-ifoyem\\sidemaot-luphelpealboXelndel-mbolucseCeks 
to continue to work towards building a community 
of love and acceptance. 


Wikkerink planned and ran week-long mental 
health initiatives this past October as part of 

her role as the term’s mental health student 
representative. From setting up a movie night in 
the Rec Centre for students to laugh and appreciate 
the late Robin Williams in action, to helping 
students de-stress with yoga, to making just about 
everybody's day with a puppy room — Wikkerink’s 
efforts went a long way to ease the weariness and 
soul-soreness of many students. 


“The Redeemer 
forum was a way 
for students to have 


avoice.” 


Students were also encouraged to submit their 
personal mental health stories to an anonymous 
online board. “The Redeemer forum,” Wikkerink 
says, “was a way for students to have a voice, and 
to give power to those voices.” These stories were 
posted all over the school, alongside Bible verses 
and encouragement. Students could take a break 
from their own stresses and draw strength from 
people who were going through the same things 
that they were. Topics such as depression and 
anxiety were not censored but treated respectfully 
and seriously. 


Paper butterflies and 
spoken-word poetry 


THIS NOVEMBER, paper butterflies 
were spread across campus. Those 
butterflies were a tangible reminder — 
taken back to dorm rooms and tucked 
into bags — of the messages of hope 
and support shared during Sexual 
Violence Awareness Week. 


The week started with a prayer night 

and a panel on emotional and physical 
boundaries. After that, the Redeemer 
community gathered for a chapel service 
dedicated to the topic, with Redeemer 
student Elise Arsenault writing and 
reading a spoken-word poem. 


The week was planned and run by 
Vanessa Eisses, a third-year student 
with a psychology major and 
missions minor, appointed student 
representative for Redeemer’s sexual 
violence awareness program in the 
summer of 2016. This experience, 
Vanessa says, was invaluable for her 
future, as she feels strongly called to 
help and counsel people. 


“There were conversations opening 

up,” Eisses says, “asking how we as a 
community can do this right.” Because 
of her work, more and more students 
have been equipped to recognize signs 
of sexual violence in any environment, 
advised on how to respond, and 

shown where they can find support 

at Redeemer and in the Hamilton 
community. Since awareness week, 
Eisses has hung posters with contact 
information for sexual violence support 
across campus and shared information 
intended both to educate and offer 
support on Redeemer’s internal website. 


“Even if only one person benefits 
from my efforts,” Eisses says, smiling, 
“then I think the whole thing was a 
success.” /|* 


SARAH LIM ‘17 is an honours English and theatre 


arts student. 


AN 


JESSECA BROWN has rewritten the OCAA 
record books. It was a year ago that Redeemer’s 


Curtiss Straatsma broke the all-time career points 
Je S S e Cc a B Yr own record in OCAA women’s volleyball. It was an 
incredible feat for a Redeemer athlete and a first for 
A d the institution. This January, a year later, Brown set 
SC e n S to the same standard in OCAA women’s basketball. 
With her 1,207th career point, scored on January 
To of O C A A 21 against the St. Clair Saints, Brown became the 
p OCAA’s all-time career points leader. 
Re C Oo rd B Oo ok S It’s a milestone that places Redeemer as career points 
record holder in two of the major women’s OCAA 


varsity sports. 


—————— 
When Brown arrived at Redeemer, the Royals were 
riding a lengthy losing streak, having not won an 
OCAA league game in their past 87 attempts. In 
Brown S et d Tew just her second game ever as a Royal, Brown put up 
a game-high 29 points in a win against the Sault 
O CAA Teco rd fo t Cougars, Redeemer’s first in over seven years. 
] ] Brown was named OCAA player of the week. The 
to tal career p O Ints IT) Royals followed up that performance with a one- 
wome n's b ak ke tb all point win over powerhouse Sheridan College and 


finished the season with a program record six wins. 
Since that first season, with the exception of the 
2014-2015 season, Jess has led her team to six or 
more wins each year. 


“When I first got to Redeemer,” Brown reflects, “I had a 


no idea that I would be where I am now, especially ‘won 
breaking an OCAA record. It makes me happy that I muecen 
can contribute to my team. I wouldn't be at this point 


in my career if it weren't for my team, coaches and 
for everyone who has supported me at Redeemer.” 


Head coach Rob Hooper recruited Brown from New 
Brunswick, knowing that she was a very special 
player. “She came to Redeemer as a kid from a small 
island off the coast of New Brunswick,” said Hooper. 
“She quickly became a great player, one of the best 
the league has seen. She helped shape the program 
and other players wanted to come and play at 
Redeemer because of her. She truly is a game changer 
on the court most nights and has been a program 
changer for Redeemer.” /R 
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cal Family — 


VAN HUIZEN HOMES isn't your typical 

run-of-the-mill family business. It’s a custom 

homebuilding company where each staff member 

is not only family, but also a Redeemer alumnus 
SS sa or alumna. 


Jonathan '99 and Isaac '02, two brothers from the 
Belleville, Ont. area, formed Van Huizen Homes in 


Th e Van Hu 1zen 2007 along with their wives, Julia’98 and Jeanette 
03. In doing so, the two couples took what could 
Ho mes rec 1p e have been a group project in one of their Redeemer 
courses to a whole new level. The company is, in 
. fact, a unique microcosm of the liberal arts and 
fo P SUCCESS: sciences university. Each of the Van Huizen Homes 
] ] staff focused on a different program of study while 
family, faith atl d at Redeemer, and each has gained strengths from 
inter d isc ip l in ary the interdisciplinary classroom. 
e du Cc atio n ‘A liberal arts education pushes you to be well- 


rounded,” Julia says. In the 18 years since her 
graduation from the English program, she has 

had jobs as ahigh school English teacher, an 

editor, an administrative assistant, a training 
facilitator, a project manager, a writer and a graphic 
designer. At Van Huizen Homes, she manages 
marketing and promotion. “It gives you an ability 
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to reinvent yourself because you've been exposed able to build: the homes and buildings 


to so many different disciplines. I was forced to people are now using and living in. But, 
use my transferable skills and apply them toa we are also building a company that 
whole variety of jobs. I’ve had so many different reflects our values and the purposes 
jobs; I don’t feel called to one. But Ido feela behind what we do.” 
responsibility and a passion to use whol am to 
further God’s kingdom in whatever capacity I The team dynamics, the trust built over the 
can, large or small; to exude the characteristics of years between the siblings and in-laws and 
Christ in whatever I’m doing, whether it’s talking the diverse skillsets within the group make 
to my neighbour or running a business. I don’t up the Van Huizens’ recipe for success. 
want to pigeonhole myself, nor pigeonhole God. I As the company develops year after year, 
have to be open to what's presented in front of me. each person has branched into the areas 
And for this current moment, it involves being part that match their gifts. “Our diversity has 
of the family business.” provided us a more natural division of 
tasks and responsibilities,” says Jonathan. 
Establishing a business is never a simple task. “We have many of the in-house abilities 
“It’s easy to get lost in the business and the ever- required to run a business well.” 
mounting list of challenges,” says Jonathan. 
“However, when you stop and see the blessings of It may be that the secret to a thriving 
growth, of successes and of failures — and you business’s success — like a small liberal 
see the opportunities available — you know it’s arts and sciences university — lies in its 
worth it. We can look back at what we have been blend of intellect and family feel. /R 


I do feel a responsibility 
and a passion to use 
who I am to further 
God’s kingdom in 
whatever capacity I 
can, large or small. 

I don’t want to 
pigeonhole myself, nor 
pigeonhole God.” 
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Seeing God's 
Hand At 
Work 


Dr. David Speicher, a 
post-doc researcher 
at St. Joseph's 


Healthcare Hamilton, 
has stayed in touch 
with the Redeemer 
community for the 
last decade. 
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DR. DAVID SPEICHER didn‘ leave 
the world of academia after graduating from 
Redeemer in 2003. Speicher, a chemistry and 
biology graduate, has 10 research projects in 
four countries on the go. While his work has 
taken him around the world, including Canada, 
Australia, Cambodia, Kenya and India, he’s 
stayed in touch with his undergrad professors. 


Regardless of where his research takes him, 
Speicher always returns to his roots at Redeemer. 
“Most professors began class with a Bible 
passage and a prayer,” recalls Speicher. “That 
focus has helped me in a very full and busy 
academic career — God first, and the work 
second.” The university, too, is the better for 
alumni like Speicher. For one, he helps Dr. Joel 
Klinck in his genetics course, helping to teach 
labs with molecular biology techniques. 


Speicher completed his postgraduate degrees at 
Australia’s Griffith University: an honours M.Sc. 
in clinical microbiology and a PhD in virology, 
focusing on the molecular diagnostics and 
epidemiology of Human Herpesvirus 8 (HHV- 
8) in Australia and Kenya. The focus of his 
research has since expanded to include viruses 
causing head and neck cancer, as well as the use 
of saliva as a diagnostic fluid (a means of testing 
for diseases). 


Jole-Wat-}KeMoyin-semeloyeobbor-incteMoyyar-idel-shjoom 
agnosticism and the race for funding, Speicher 
has faced his share of challenges. But Speicher’s 
position since day one has been that science and 
faith are not in conflict. “Science explains how 
things happen; religion explains why things 
happen. As long as my science is good, others 
shouldn't put me down for my faith, but be 
EWes-vAcloMl opm Gcolekwor-valebanoyd.as 


Ifo) Vans) oX=s(el oX-yar-boeW ob lop c-voovdhym@ak-ni(-Baelo\i-Lel of-Vol ane) 
Canada on a new leg of their journey. Originally 
hailing from Huntsville, Ont., Speicher now 
calls Hamilton home. In June of 2016, he was 
awarded a postdoctoral fellowship at St. Joseph's 
Healthcare Hamilton. This time around, he 

is investigating viruses that infect bacteria — 
bacteriophages — ina subset of patients with 
(@lKotsinalehitbaeKelbuntel(-Mr-MeoyoohesloyaMloni-lualoyale)a 

the colon. Speicher is working to improve the 
success rate ofa flora transplant used to treat 
severe cases of the condition. 
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Heidi de Vries Ps 


* 


‘05 works asa 
lawyer for the 

City of Brantford 
fulfilling a lifelong 
dream. 


WHEN SHE WAS still in elementary school, Heidi de Vries 
"05 already knew she wanted to be a lawyer. Today, she considers 
it a privilege to bea part of the staff who maintain and develop her 
hometown of Brantford, Ont., a city she loves, in the career she 
always wanted. 


Working as an assistant city solicitor for the City of Brantford, de 
Vries helps find solutions to and advises on legal issues that affect 
the City and the public. She implements decisions made by City 
Council and works with staff departments to solve legal problems. 
“The work I do at the City is never dull. lam constantly learning and 
dealing with unique legal issues,” she says. “Watching the work that 


Ido come to some sort of tangible solution is incredibly rewarding.” 
Ihave the 


e Though de Vries always knew she wanted to be a lawyer, she didn't 
opportunity to always know the best path to take in order to reach her goal. She 
e e transferred to Redeemer for her second year of studies, and that 

put into prac tic e decision became a turning point. “I met professors who instilled in 


mea love and passion for learning,” de Vries says. “They helped me 


what I learned realize that if I found a profession that I loved, and worked hard, I 
e e could do well in my field.” 
in a way that is 
Her Redeemer degree, class of 2005, now hangs in her office beside 


e 
meaningful and her call to the bar and law degree. “I think about my degree from 
e e Redeemer as a starting point,” she reflects. “Something that was 
advanc es jus tic e, really instilled in me at Redeemer is that everything we do is oriented 
e e towards Christ and towards the calling that is specifically placed on 
whic h, in turn, each and every one of our lives. In my career, I have the opportunity 


to put into practice what I learned in a way that is meaningful and 


e 
gives glory advances justice, which, in turn, gives glory to God.” 
17 
to God e Watch Heidi's video at youtube.com/redeemeruc. /R 


Resound / / / SPRING 2017 31 


Alumnus 
Chandler Horne 
‘09 is inthe 
business of bike 
and community 
restoration. 
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FOR CHANDLER HORNE '0O9Q learning bike 
mechanics is a parallel to learning how to be the Church. 
Horne trains confident bike mechanics and disciples “people 
mechanics” at Restoration Hamilton, a church plant in East 
Hamilton that, in partnership with New Hope Community 
Bikes, combines bike repair, cycling and ministry. 


“We seek the restoration of people and place alongside 

the restoration of bikes,” says Horne, a youth ministry and 
business program graduate. It is — quite literally — church in 
a bike shop. 


How can we relate to each other in a way that we can become 
“mechanics” for each other's souls? How can we “talk shop” 
about more than just bikes but about our own lives? These 
are questions Horne engages daily. Horne was introduced to 
questions like these at Redeemer. 


“T went to Redeemer not knowing who 

I was,” he says. “I took business courses 
purely as a way to move forward in a well- 
rounded way. But God had his way with 
me, and I discovered a passion for youth 
ministry and an affinity with theology.” 


Horne was a regular volunteer at 

New Hope Community Bikes, a bike 
co-op started by New Hope Church, a 
Christian Reformed church plant across 
the road. While he was repairing bikes 
and rubbing shoulders with those in 
the community, he began to talk about 
his faith. This led to invitations to pray 
for one another. Soon, it grew to full- 
fledged church services. 


These church services, dubbed “Shop 
Talks,” are a unique space for the 
community to ask questions about God. 
All are welcome, and the congregation 
is continually drawing in customers 
from the bike shop. 


“Most of the people in the 
neighbourhood travel on bikes due 
to the cost of transit or owning a car,” 
Horne explains. This commonality 
brings customers into the shop, and 
leads to conversations about God at 
Shop Talks. 


While this ministry may not be 
traditional, it is holistic. “We believe 
God is into restoring people and culture 
just like New Hope Community Bikes is 
into restoring bikes,” says Horne. 


“We believe 
God is into 


restoring people 
and culture just 


like New Hope 
Community 
Bikes is into 
restoring bikes. 


"7 


Revitalization, and bike culture, are 
part of the fabric of east Hamilton. 
“Traditionally, there’s a stigma 
surrounding the area: it’s seen as 

the dirty, industrial underbelly of 
Hamilton.” Likewise, “East Enders” are 
seen as the riffraff of the city. Add the 
brisk gentrification taking place, and 
you have an equation for hopelessness. 
But this is changing, especially with 
the hospitality and compassion 

of organizations like New Hope 
Community Bikes and Restoration 
Hamilton. 


Horne connects the inspiration for 
Restoration Hamilton back to his time at 
school. “I would be a different husband 
today, a different bike mechanic, a 
different pastor and have a different love 
for Hamilton if Redeemer was not in 

my past,” he says. “It was an investment 
that God grew tenfold — Redeemer 

was worth the cost. Redeemer is where 

I received my first call to ministry, 

where I articulated the strengths and 
weaknesses of my character, where I 
made friends that still build into my 
relational equity in Hamilton today. It’s 
where I honed my ability to learn and 
discovered a worldview that shaped the 
many faculties of life.” /R 
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#SinceRedeemer 


Sharing the stories of Redeemer’s alumni 


We have over 5,000 alumni all over the world who have all types of 
life experiences in all types of careers. We're sharing their stories 
on social media, with the hashtag #SinceRedeemer, and in the pages 
of each issue of Resound. 


Have a story to share? Post it on social media, tag us and use the hashtag 
#SinceRedeemer, or email us at communications@redeemer.ca. 
We'd love to hear from and connect with you! 


MARIE-CLAIRE BISSONNETTE / 


Marie-Claire Bissonnette ‘15 has taken on a new role with the Campaign 
Life Coalition as a youth coordinator. In her new job, she will challenge 
young adults, politicians and Canadian citizens on life issues. 


BRAD EGGINK / 


Born and raised ona dairy farm outside of Smithville, Brad Eggink has 
returned to his love of cows by accepting a new position with the Holstein 
Association of Canada as national classification manager. After several 
years of studying social work at Redeemer, Brad headed back home to 
the farm. In his new role as a classification manager, he will travel the 
country supporting those who are scoring cows with measurements and 
linear traits on a point system. 


RACHEL MORK / 


Rachel Mork '15 has completed a master’s degree in global health from 
McMaster University, with her research focusing specifically on the zika 
virus and its effects on global health. Part of her degree included an 
internship in Nigeria with AMOS Health & Hope. 


NICK AND HILARY VANDERHEIDE / 


Canada’s Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs has awarded 
Nick ‘07 and Hilary ‘08 VanderHeide a 2016 Premier’s Award for Agri- 
Food Innovation Excellence for their innovations in the growing of dahlias. 
The couple owns and operates Creekside Growers in Wilsonville, Ont. 
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Ana Remembering 
Pieter Harsevoort 


/ SUBSCRIBE 


ivomolUlomantelaianlNacvanr-lle 

newsletters at 

redeemer.ca/subscribe. Hear THE REDEEMER COMMUNITY was saddened 
about the latest Redeemer by the news of the death of Pieter Harsevoort, who passed 
events or have our stories sent away on January 26, 2017, at the age of 34. He was surrounded 
straight to your inbox. by family in his hometown of Hamilton, Ont. 


Pieter was a strong presence at Redeemer and was honoured 
as the class speaker at his 2006 graduation ceremony, having 


/ FOLLOW earned a BA with a double major in religion and theology 
(honours) and philosophy. Pieter later came back to complete 
us on our social media channels. a B.Ed. in 2011. 


“Pieter was a remarkable man and a true gift to Redeemer,” 
says Dr. Phil Teeuwsen, director of teacher education at 
Redeemer. His graceful and humble character, as well as 
his courage in the face of his disabilities were a lesson and 
encouragement to many who walked through Redeemer's 
halls. He was well-loved and had a zest for life. 


At Timothy Christian School, also in Hamilton, Pieter loved 
his job as an educational assistant — a clear sign that his 
positivity influenced more than one education institution. In 
2016, he was in the news publicly advocating for the rights of 
those with disabilities, offering testimony and commentary 
during governmental debate over the recently-enacted Bill 
C-14 (Medical Assistance in Dying). 


Pieter took comfort in the words of John 14:2-3: “In my Father's 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? And ifI go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 
that where Iam you will be also.” 
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15 Yearsanda 


Redeemer Degree Later 


Graham Cubitt ‘01 had 
planned to fly airplanes, but 
15 years later, he’s creating 
affordable housing instead. 


IN THE MID-90S, Graham Cubitt '01 had dreams of 
becoming a commercial aircraft pilot. Instead, in the fall of 
1997 Cubitt started at Redeemer hoping to get a better grip on 
God's story of redemption in a liberal arts and sciences setting. 


“‘T enrolled in a missions minor, and that program changed 
my life,” he says. “I realized that all of life needs to be lived 
toward working out our calling as Christians — to become 
part of manifesting Christ’s new life in the realities of the 
world around us.” 


While it may not be in an aircraft, 15 years later Cubitt’s 
career has taken off. Cubitt is the director of projects and 
development for Indwell, a Christian charity based in 


~ # Photo courtesy of fefee (gets al 


Hamilton, Ont., that creates affordable 
housing communities for people 
seeking health, wellness and belonging. 
Rather than transporting travellers 

to far-away holidays, Cubitt leads a 

team that develops and undertakes 
significant, capital-intensive projects for 
people with low incomes. 


Indwell’s projects take vacant or derelict 
properties and revitalize them. One of 
Indwell’s latest launches is the Rudy 
Hulst Commons, a project in East 
Hamilton that was completed in the 
spring of 2016. What was once a used 
car dealership at a major crossroads 

in the city — Main Street East and 
Kenilworth Avenue — has been 
redeveloped into a beautiful apartment 
complex. It features 47 permanently 
affordable apartments on top of 
Indwell's new head offices on the lower 
level and ground floor. 


Residents pay $479 a month, which 

is the shelter allowance under the 
Ontario Disability Support Program. 
Combining tenants’ rents with private 
donations sustains the operational 
expenses of running the facility. 

“Rent prices are skyrocketing in every 
community we work in, and the poor 
are suffering most,” Cubitt says. “So we 
approach the process of creating new 
housing through a lens of abundance 
that believes in God’s economy: 
everyone has enough — and that starts 
with the most marginalized.” /R 


TD Insurance 


Meloche Monnex 


/ Ss 4 


Chart the best course for your life in the years ahead. 


Start with preferred insurance rates. 


— 


y 


Supporting you... 
Take advantage of and Redeemer University College. 
your group privileges: Your needs will change as your life and career evolve. 
= As an alumnus of Redeemer University College, 
You could Save $41 5 you have access to the TD Insurance Meloche Monnex 
or more when you program, which offers preferred insurance rates, other 
combine your home and discounts and great protection, that is easily adapted 


to your changing needs. Plus, every year our program 
contributes to supporting your alumni and student 
activities, so it’s a great way to save and show you care 
at the same time. Get a quote today! 


auto insurance with us. 


Home and auto insurance program Our extended business hours make it easy. 


recommended by Monday to Friday: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. (ET) 
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (ET) 
es es 
23 REDEEMER 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOME | AUTO 
WV 


Ask for your quote today at 1-888-589-5656 
or visit melochemonnex.com/redeemeru 


The TD Insurance Meloche Monnex program is underwritten by SECURITY NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY. It is distributed by Meloche Monnex Insurance and Financial Services Inc. in Quebec, by Meloche Monnex Financial Services Inc. 
in Ontario, and by TD Insurance Direct Agency Inc. in the rest of Canada. Our address: 50 Place Crémazie, Montreal (Quebec) H2P 1B6. 


Due to provincial legislation, our auto and recreational vehicle insurance program is not offered in British Columbia, Manitoba or Saskatchewan. 

*Nationally, 90% of all of our clients who belong to a professional or an alumni group (underwritten by SECURITY NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY) or an employer group (underwritten by PRIMMUM INSURANCE COMPANY) that have an 
agreement with us and who insure a home (excluding rentals and condos) and a car on July 31, 2015 saved $415 when compared to the premiums they would have paid with the same insurer without the preferred insurance rate for groups 
and the mult-product discount. Savings are not guaranteed and may vary based on the client's profile. 

©The TD logo and other TD trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. 
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Redeemer’s Beyond ; 
Worldview lecture series 
asked us to consider 
what we love and what 
faith has to say about 
video games and 

zombie apocalypses. 


RECOGNIZE THIS IMAGE? It’s from Albrecht 


Diirer’s Apocalypsis cum Figuris (“The 
Apocalypse with Pictures”) and featured on 

the cover of How to Survive the Apocalypse: 
Zombies, Cylons, Faith, and Politics at the End of 
the World by Alissa Wilkinson and Redeemer’s 
own Dr. Robert Joustra. 


SPEAKING ON first- 
person shooter video games 
and zombie apocalypses, 
three Christian thinkers 
dug into faith in the digital 
age at Redeemer’s Beyond 
Worldview lecture series. 
Redeemer staff, students, 
supporters and educators 
from the Edifide conference 
packed a lecture hall this 
October, as the Redeemer 
Centre for Christian 
Scholarship hosted three 
headliners, James K.A. 
Smith, Alissa Wilkinson 
and Kevin Schut, as part of 
its annual conference. 
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What’s up with the apocalypse? 


In television shows and films like The Walking Dead and World 
War Z, we try to remember what it means to be human while 
zombies scamper about our abandoned cities. In Game of 
Thrones, a cutthroat world prepares for an extraordinarily long 
winter. It seems today’s television shows, books and movies 
are rife with the destruction of an apparent apocalypse. 


There's a difference between ancient stories of apocalypse, like 
the flood in Genesis, and our own stories of disaster. Alissa 
Wilkinson, The King’s College associate professor of English 
and humanities, argues that our stories trend away from hope 
and are fundamentally pessimistic. 


From the Greek apokalypsis, apocalypse is more accurately 
defined as “the destruction of perceived realities,” Wilkinson 
says. “It is destruction, but with the intention of renewal.” In 
The Lord of the Rings, for example, we see the collapse of social 
order brought to a redemptive end brimming with the hope of 
new life and restoration. 


“We must remember that apocalypse is hopeful,” contends 
Wilkinson. Suffering and pain can give meaning to our lives. 
Christians should examine their own sense of apocalypse — 
when we plead “Come, Lord Jesus,” we plead for the hope we 
have in Christ. 
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Does Jesus love 
headshots? 


Does Jesus love headshots? It’s a 
provocative question, tackled by Dr. 
Kevin Schut, professor of media and 
communication studies at Trinity 
Western University, in his exploration 
of the ethics of video games. 


Games area form of art, Schut 
explains, and mature art wrestles 
with the shades of grey and messiness 
of our fallen world. “Games are 
increasingly giving us moral decisions 
to make,” he continues. “But, we need 
to interpret what’s actually happening 
in video games before we can apply 
ethics to them.” 


Critics and players can’t survey games 
from just one angle. “Video games 
are fun partially because they play 
with our interpretive lenses,” Schut 
says. For example, the “tinkerer” 
plays to build a world. If we construct 
structures for characters or ourselves 
to interact with in a virtual reality, 
are we playing God? And, if we tear 
down a structure, or cause harm 

to characters in this reality, are we 
ethically responsible? 


Regardless of how we interact 
with the medium, Schut pushes 

us to tread carefully and think 
critically. The meaning of the art 
form is interpretive, and we must 
look for the hope of Christ in every 
interactive story. 


To be human is to 
be a liturgical 
animal, a creature 
whose loves are 
shaped by worship.’ 


7 


You might not love what 
you think 


“What if, instead of starting from the assumption that human 
beings are thinking things, we started from the conviction 
that humans are, first and foremost, lovers?” asked Dr. James 
K. A. Smith in his keynote address, “You Are What You Love”, 
titled after his book of the same name. 


“We all operate according to our deepest desires,” asserts 
Smith, professor of philosophy at Calvin College. “To be 
human is to be a liturgical animal, a creature whose loves are 
shaped by worship.” 


Cultural practices are embodied forms of worship. These 
practices sometimes take the form of rival stories, offering 
us rival kingdoms rather than the kingdom of God. Smith 
used the example of shopping malls and consumerism — a 
predominant narrative in Western society — as a case study, 
attempting to “read” its liturgies. 


Rather than confess our sins, the gospel of consumerism 
encourages us to consume in order to create our own happiness. 
It beckons us to tell ourselves that goods and services will save 
us. Malls are also used as communal gathering places. The 
similarities with Church are not coincidental. “The liturgy of 
consumption births in us a desire for a way of life that we can’t 
feasibly extend to others,” states Smith. 


Ultimately, Smith challenges us to take a “liturgical audit” of 
our lives, pausing to reflect on the rituals and rhythms that 
shape who we are and what we love. 


Redeemer is on 
the frontlines of 
an international 
movement to 
produce research 
from a Christian 
perspective. 
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LET’S FACE IT. Research is biased. 


To contemporary ears, this may sound like 
blasphemy. In our postmodern age, we've been 
trained to question truth, but never — never! — the 
scientific process. 


“When you think about research, you think about 
it being objective,” acknowledges Michael Van 
Pelt, president of Canadian think tank Cardus. 

“But the reality is that there is a subjective kind of 
commitment that runs asa current underneath the 
water behind most research.” 


If this is true, then research from a Christian 
perspective is more important than ever. “We are 
in desperate need of Gospel-centred scholarship,” 
says Dr. Robert Joustra, director of Redeemer's 
Centre for Christian Scholarship. “We need to 
discern the idols of our times, the currents that 
sweep the unsuspecting and unaware along ina 
society that’s losing touch with the deep moral and 
spiritual truths of our lives.” 


It’s not only moral and spiritual truths that are 
lost when Christian voices are drowned out in the 


It helps to 
remember that 
we’re actually 
participating in 
a 2,000-year- 
old project.” 


hubbub of secular cultural 
conversation. Sometimes 
historical fact is lost, too. 


For example, “if researchers 
with little interest in 
religious concerns have long 
dominated art history,” says 
Wheaton College professor 
of art history Dr. Matthew 
Milliner, “then the idea 

that art history is ‘secular’ 
after the 16th century may 
be less a settled fact than 

a reflection of the interest 

of those researchers.” A 
researcher who's interested 
in theology, on the other 
hand, is more likely to notice 
sacred themes that others 
have ignored. “It is important 
to rediscover the Christian 
culture that has already been 
made,” continues Milliner, 
winner of Redeemer'’s 
Emerging Public Intellectual 
Award for his contributions 
to Christian scholarship. 
Culture-making may seem 
like a trendy byword in 
Christian evangelical circles, 
but, as Milliner points out, it 
helps to remember that we're 
actually participating ina 
2,000-year-old project. 


Redeemer is part of today’s 
revitalized movement 

to create culture, care 

for creation and seek 

the flourishing of our 
communities. From 
monitoring pollution in 


N 


Hamilton watersheds 
to investigating the 
under-researched issue 

of relationship violence 

on Christian campuses, 
Redeemer fosters original 
scholarship, directly related 
to issues of major public 
concern. The big ideas and 
deep scholarship generated 
at universities and research 
institutes happen at the top, 
so to speak, of the cultural 
watershed. The results 
trickle down, shaping 

the work of think tanks, 
government agencies and 
activist organizations. These 
groups, in turn, influence 
public policy, trade decisions 
and media coverage, 

which ultimately affect our 
communities and neighbours. 


“Redeemer is part of a 
movement in Christian higher 
education, theologically 
rooted and philosophically 
serious, to tackle our culture’s 
challenges from within the 
life of the Gospel,” asserts 
Joustra. Christian universities 
are crucial for the cultural 
growth and reclamation 
required as we seek God's 
shalom. Our researchers 
tackle the big ideas, and our 
students become the cultural, 
political and business leaders 
who use and build on those 
big ideas to renew and 
reclaim God's kingdom. /R 
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Theology Matters 


Dr. Kevin Flatt takes part in a new study, 
picked up by outlets from Maclean's to 
Mohler, that investigates the growth and 
eC<Yol hb nel-No)m Gr-ver-(ebr-beme elena alan 


WHY, IN AN increasingly secular 
society, do some congregations grow 
and others shrink? Since the mid-1960s, 
the Canadian population has doubled, 
but membership at most of the mainline 
Protestant churches has dropped by half. 


When it comes to whether a mainline 
church is growing or declining, what 
congregants and clergy believe matters, 
discovered Dr. Kevin Flatt, Redeemer 
director of research and associate 
professor of history, and co-researchers 
Dr. Stephanie Burgoyne and Dr. David 
Haskell over the course of their five-year 
research project. 


The researchers surveyed 13 declining 
and nine growing mainline churches, 
located in southern Ontario and 
representing four mainline Protestant 
denominations: Anglican, United, 
Presbyterian and Evangelical Lutheran. 


The declining churches lost an average 
of two per cent or more of their 
attendees per year between 2003 and 
2013. In the same period, the growing 
churches’ congregations increased by at 
least two per cent per year, but the truly 
expanding leapt beyond that rate. 


The growing churches held in 
common what the researchers termed 
conservative theology: a more literal 
interpretation of the Bible, belief in 


44 Resound / / / SPRING 2017 


Churches don’t have to 
abandon or water down 
their core beliefs to 
remain ‘relevant’ 

or attract people to 
their services.” 


God's intervention in the world and the conviction that 
Christianity is the only path to salvation. As such, the 
congregants and clergy of growing churches were committed 
to reaching out to their family, friends and acquaintances. 
This commitment to evangelism led growing churches to 
innovate, from music style to ministry. “These mainline 
churches that have conservative Protestant doctrine are likea 
peach: really easy to get into,” Haskell says. “They're playing 
contemporary music, it’s family-friendly, the pastor dresses in 
casual clothes, but there's a hard core at the centre.” 


Haskell, Flatt and Burgoyne’s work, published in the December 
issue of the Review of Religious Research, trickles down to 
encourage churches to innovate while remaining deeply rooted 
in their beliefs. “Our research shows that,” Flatt says, “churches 
don’t have to abandon or water down their core beliefs to 
remain ‘relevant’ or attract people to their services.” /R 
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Imitating | 
Jesus in the 
Middle Ages 


How an ordinary 12th 
century woman ruffled 
feathers by following 
Jesus, and inspires us to 
do the same. 


“HOW DOES AN evangelical Christian 
find his way into the complex scholarly world of 
medieval studies? How does a Protestant Christian 
come to invest nearly 15 years of his academic 
reading in the primary texts, literary or otherwise, 
of the Catholic Middle Ages?” 


These were the simple but direct questions asked 
of Dr. Jonathan Juilfs five and a half years ago 
when he visited Redeemer’s campus for the first 
time. The answers are, of course, complex, but 
Juilfs sums it up this way: “Literature unveils 

to the courageous soul both the problem of 
humanity as well as its yearned-for resolution in 
Jesus’ redemptive work in time and history.” 
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For the last 10 years, Juilfs’ scholarly attention 

has centred ona particularly courageous 12th 
century noblewoman: Christina of Markyate. Ata 
colloquium this past November, Juilfs shared with 
a crowd of students, faculty of all disciplines and 
community members his exploration, through 
Christina's life and legend, of the lives and spiritual 
interests of pre modern Christians. Turns out, they 
are similar to those of postmodern Christians. 


The story of Christina of Markyate is a window 
onto the complex challenges that medieval 
women faced in pursuing a religious life fully 
and wholly devoted to Jesus Christ. As an Anglo- 
Saxon (English) noblewoman, Christina was 
expected by her culture, clergy and family to 
marty, raise children and maintain a household. 
Christina, much to the chagrin of those around 


“Like Christina, we rely 
on Scripture and on the 
counsel and example of 
wise Christians to help us 
uncover our vocations.” 
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ofa recluse, figuratively dying to the world 

and pursuing a life of sustained prayer and 
contemplation with God. “In spite of social, familial 
and ecclesiastical obstacles, women like Christina 
demonstrate how, with courage and perseverance, 
women can and have successfully carved out 
spaces of religious pursuit,” Juilfs reflects, “wherein 
they can grow, thrive and ultimately bless larger 
communities with their spiritual gifts.” 


Accounts of Christina's life became sermon 
material, read by Latin-literate clergy to their 
congregants. Her story inspired everyday medieval 
Christians, who were not pursuing overt lives of 
sanctity as nuns, monks and priests, to live out 
Christ's example in their own lives. 


While post-Reformation Protestant pastors may not 
use saints as their sermon examples, we can read in 
Christina's life “how many familial and communal 
pressures may come into deep and lasting conflict 
with our attempts to live out our callings,” says 
Juilfs. “Like Christina, we rely on Scripture and on 
the counsel and example of wise Christians to help 
us uncover our vocations.” 
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Hope and 
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The Redeemer community 


gathered for campus- 
wide conversations on 
Aboriginal issues, past 
and present. 


7. yan ||| = We MOO Danii ol of-ba-Moy anole) <crel 
feet, on the myriad blankets spread across the 
stage, a hush fell over the gathered Redeemer 
community. There was a sense of ritual in the 
space, a shared feeling that something sacred 
was about to happen. The blankets, KAIROS 
Canada’s Sara Anderson told us, represented 
the land that First Nations people inhabited 
before the invasion of European settlers. 


How heavy it is to remember how First Nations 
people suffered under the intrusion of the 
settlers. As Anderson narrated the blanket 
exercise, we learned how First Nations people 
were cast out of their homes, struck by 
smallpox because of the Europeans and even 
Jok-Kemael-snarel bl Cebq-vom r-¥s<-som-NiiCchya-veXemo) E-Cel-Lel 

in residential schools and abusive homes. 

I watched the weight of those deeds hang 

over the shoulders of the Canadians around 
me. Anderson spoke of great loss, but yet 

even greater strength and hope. She sang an 
Indigenous closing song over us that called us 
to remember and honour what our eyes had 
been opened to. We learned how First Nations 
joX-oyo)(-Mohi-saer-buel-e-V0 mole CekM-beCema-soot-buel-telr-) 
courageous and proud people. 


This participatory chapel service was part of 

a month's worth of events, intended to raise 
campus awareness of Indigenous issues in 
Canada. Dr. Naaman Wood, Dr. Deanne van 
Tol and Professor Ray Louter led the grassroots 
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conversation. From mid-January to mid-February, 
the campus read the book Wrongs to Rights: How 
Churches can Engage the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The community 
also learned from speakers like Sara Anderson and 
Mark MacDonald, the national Indigenous Bishop 
for the Anglican Church of Canada, as well as 

from events like a tour highlighting the campus’s 
Aboriginal history. 


When I first entered Redeemer, its slogan 
welcomed me in with the statement: You 

Belong Here. Four years later, the slogan has 
changed, but these words ring truer than ever as 
Redeemer strives to reach out to its Indigenous 
brothers and sisters with this same message. 
Many of us are called to find relationship and 
reconciliation with our Indigenous brothers and 
sisters, said Bishop MacDonald. Great hope in 
reconciliation, he told us, lies in the way that 
God is remaking the nation through His people 
— both Indigenous and settler. With the grace 
of God, we have been given the opportunity to 
reflect and act upon the ways we can reach out to 
First Nations communities. This is no easy task, 
as nothing good and just ever is. However, this 
must not stop us striving ever onward until we 
are truly able to set wrongs to rights. //* 


| SARAH LIM 17 is an honours English and theatre arts student. 


Tomorrow’s Christian 
Health Care Leaders 


With pre-medicine and professional 
streams, the Health Sciences program 
is preparing students for the ever- 
expanding health-care field. 


WHETHER STUDENTS HOPE to graduate ready to perform 
emergency surgery; tend to patients at their bedside; help babies to be born; or craft 
policies for health reform, Redeemer’s Health Sciences program is the starting point 
for the next generation of Christian health-care professionals. The Health Sciences 
program provides each student with a broad foundation in biology, chemistry and 
psychology, and prepares each student to serve God and His kingdom through their 
calling within the health field. 


In this way, the program’s students move beyond an understanding of the behaviours 
and interventions typically used to impact health. They go further: understanding 
the importance of social policy, learning how to monitor diseases within populations 
and even wrestling with the newest advances in health research and with health 
care’s unique ethical issues. By digging deeply into these topics with students, we are 
helping to mold and empower the Christian scientific leaders of tomorrow. 


At Redeemer, we understand that students have unique aspirations in the ever- 
expanding health field. Our goal is to prepare students for all the possibilities of 


what comes next. With this 

in mind, we have created two 
distinct streams within the Health 
Sciences honours program: the 
Pre-Medicine stream and the 
Professional stream. 


The Pre-Medicine stream 
prepares students for medical, 
veterinary, dentistry or 
pharmacology careers, witha 
strong foundation in all topics 
covered by the new format 

of the MCAT. The stream 

also gives students a wide 
understanding of the medical 
field's ethical and social issues. 
This understanding is critical 
for students’ medical school 
applications, and it shapes 
students into thoughtful, 
effective doctors. 


The Professional stream, on 

the other hand, seeks to serve 
students oriented towards 
nursing, midwifery, physical 
therapy, lab technology and more. 
With a minor in Psychology, these 
students will be grounded in the 
biological, mental and spiritual 
aspects of health. 


Though these new streams are 
uniquely preparing students for 
their individual career goals, 
both are firmly rooted ina solid 
Christian worldview and in the 
biological, societal and ethical 
aspects of the health sciences. 


These new streams, real-world 
experience and Redeemer’s 
Core liberal arts education all 
give our students an edge. As 
they move forward into these 
highly competitive fields, our 
students are ready to serve 
our Saviour in an increasingly 
secular world. /R 


DR. SARAH REID-YU, assistant professor 
of health sciences, led the creation of 
two new streams in Redeemer’s Health 


Sciences program. 
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Fresh Faces 


“ 


A look at new staff we welcomed 
and familiar faces taking on new 
roles at Redeemer this year 


SANDY MA / 
INTERNSHIP COORDINATOR, CENTRE FOR EXPERIENTIAL 
LEARNING AND CAREERS 


This January, we welcomed Sandy Ma as our internship coordinator. 
Sandy has an honours BA in sociology and social cultural 
anthropology, as well as an MSW from the University of Toronto. She 
has over 25 years of experience in the social work field and is actively 
involved with church ministries and the community. Sandy will work 
with the community, faculty, internship supervisors and directly with 
students to help them secure internships. 


DAVID STAM / 
COMMUNITY LIFE DIRECTOR, STUDENT LIFE 


We also welcomed David Stam this January as our new community 

life director. David's role is to strengthen the co-curricular aspects 

of the Redeemer community by overseeing Residence Life vision 

and programming, as well as encouraging the personal and spiritual 
growth of students. David has over 20 years of work experience 

with young adults in educational and community settings, including 
working at the Canadian Mental Health Association and teaching in the 
Sociology Department at Sheridan College. 


HENNIE SCHOON / 
INTERIM DEAN OF STUDENTS, STUDENT LIFE 


Hennie Schoon has been appointed to the position of interim dean of 
students. Hennie replaces Dr. Karen Cornies, who has taken on a new 
position as executive director of the Silver Lake Mennonite Camp. Hennie 
previously served as Redeemer’s community life director; as such, she 

is very familiar with Redeemer’s student development programs and 
procedures. She is well-loved by students and staff alike. 
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RESIDENCE CO-DIRECTORS, STUDENT LIFE 


In the late fall, Cameron Farquharson ‘13 joined 
us as a part-time residence director. Sharon 
Schotsman ‘91 joined us this January to share 
the residence director role alongside Cameron. 
Cameron and Sharon seek to encourage personal 
growth in students, by helping them in their 
academic callings through co-curricular activities 
and by creating a safe, nurturing residence 
environment. 


INTERIM PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 


We were pleased to announce this December the 
appointment of Fred Verwoerd, CPA, CMA, as 
interim president. Verwoerd is currently serving 

as vice president, administration and finance and 
interim president at Redeemer and has experience 
in the Christian education field through his role 

as chair of the board for the Ontario Alliance of 
Christian Schools. Redeemer’s Board of Governors 
is targeting fall 2017 as the desired start date for 
the next president. 


Dr. Deborah Bowen retires 


DR. DEBORAH BOWEN will be retiring 
from her post as professor of English and chair 
(obi oX-Mel-yoy-Naueol-senmoy ml sbeledutJom-lmdel-M-seKemo) must 
winter 2017 term. Dr. Bowen joined the English 
Department in 1996, after receiving her PhD 
from the University of Ottawa in 1990 and 

then teaching at Ottawa U and the Université 

de Montréal. Her teaching and expertise lie in 
the fields of contemporary Canadian poetry, 
environmental literature, 20th century British 
fiction and poetry and postcolonial literature. She 
is also co-chair of the national Christianity and 
Literature study group. 


After over 20 years at the university, Dr. Bowen's 
smiling face and gentle demeanour will be greatly 
missed, though she plans still to teach part-time 
for the next few years. “Teaching in the English 
Department at Redeemer is a great privilege,” says 
Bowen, “because we get not only to help students 
read well, but also to discuss with them how their 
reading can relate to their spiritual lives.” / 


Coming Events 


Spring 
Mainstage: 
The Rivals 


MARCH 21 TO 
MARCH 25 
redeemer.ca/the-rivals 


See The Rivals, a 
satirical comedy about 
new and old money on 
holiday. Matinees and 
evening performances 
are available. 


Spring Concert 


APRIL 7 
redeemer.ca/spring- 
concert 


The Music department 
presents a spring 
concert featuring 
performances by 
Redeemer's concert 
band and jazz 
ensemble. 


Re Campaign 
Launch 


APRIL 7 
redeemer.ca/re 


At11:00 a.m. in 

the Commons, we 
will launch the Re 
campaign in support 
of the Redeemer 2020 
strategic plan. Learn 
more on p. 8. 
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Christian Education for 
the Common Good 


MAY 6, JUNE 2 
redeemer.ca/faith150 


Dr. Andrew Bennett, Canada’s first and only 
ambassador for religious freedom, will speak on 
the need for Christian education institutions to 
shape Christian public voices. 


OTTAWA, ONTARIO 
THE MET 
MAY 6, 7:00 - 8:30 P.M. 


HAMILTON, ONTARIO 
RBG ROCK GARDEN 
JUNE 2, 7:30 - 9:00 P.M. 


Abraham Kuyper Today: A 
Celebration of the Reformation 


SEPTEMBER 29 
redeemer.ca/kuyper-today 


Celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation with a variety of short talks and 
panels that reflect on the relevance of the 
Kuyperian tradition for today. 


Christian Civility in 
Terrifying Times 


OCTOBER 26 
redeemer.ca/richard-mouw 


How can Christians be civil without 
compromising our own convictions? Find 

out how Dr. Richard Mouw, one of the most 
influential evangelical voices in North America, 
has carved a lifelong path to Christian civility. 


CHRIST 
VIL 


IN TERRIFYING TIMES 


Civility (n): 
politeness and courtesy 
thal oY-)at-hvalolbsareyam-sel-1-(el al 


As political, religious and cultural 
tensions rise worldwide, civility is 
in short supply. How can Christians 
lox-Meshigl vale aColbiaxelosaayolaoyesti-shavemolbte 
ong aleiey ehva lela Loy alsia 


|sahalemojbhil eloy/\a Daal nalel a¥-baoll\/Kolehy\amoyel= 

of the most influential evangelical voices 
ial \ Koyau ola Weel-saver- Wa a¥-lWrer-barc-teet-WnnclKoyeley 
path to foster Christian civility. 


FREE ADMISSION 


sWobbel.myolumer-vel 
oda F-belexoma som iieyace! 
with a degree? 


We'doi 


can be big, like finding 
your calling big. Or it can be small, 
like asking a single question small. 
It’s about what you choose to do on 
id eX-Moyol-Mer-beebe-belem/ slo mi olum-ba-eyel 
the other. We are more than our jobs, 
and God has a calling for each of us, 
wherever we go. 


That changes everything. 


Including you. 


ate he 


lol redeemer.ca 
UNGER Sl IARe@ OLE GE 


A degree you can believe in. 


